CLIMATE

Two climatic stations are sufficiently similar to the Little Water Canyon Research Area to be
of interpretive value. These are El Morro National Monument at 7225' elevation, 6 miles to the
southwest, and Mc Gaffey at 7800' elevation, about 20 miles to the northwest. Monthly normals
of temperature and precipitation are provided as given in the "Monthly normals of temperature,
precipitation, and heating and cooling degree days 1951-1980, New Mexico," published by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in 1982.

Precipitation Normals (inches)

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Ann.
Mc Gaffey 1.74 1.28 1.54 .93 .60 .54 2.32 2.43 1.40 1.59 1.08 1.36 16.81
El Morro 1.02 .78 .95 .69 .55 .47 1.86 2.56 1.21 1.13 .73 .93 12.88
Temperature Normals (Deg F)

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Ann.
Mc Gaffey

Max 39.2 42.0 46.9 55.8 66.2 77.7 81.3 78.1 73.1 63.2 49,7 41.9 59.6
Min 9.5 12.0 17.9 24.3 31.4 39.0 46.6 45,0 37.8 28.2 18.2 11.1 26.8
Mean 24.3 27.0 32.4 40,1 48.8 58.4 63.9 61.6 55.5 45,7 34,0 26.5 43,2
El Morro

Max 42,5 46,2 52.4 62,4 72,0 82.9 85.8 82.0 77.2 67.1 53.2 44,6 64.0
Min 13.0 16.5 22.1 27.6 34.6 43,1 51.6 49,7 42,5 31.7 21.3 13.8 30.6
Mean 27.8 31.4 37.3 45.0 53.3 63.0 68.7 65.8 59.8 49,4 37.3 29.2 47.3

A map with isohyetals for the area is also provided (Map 5).
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BOX 4098 SCHOOL OF FORESTRY . (602) 523-3031
October 3, 1979

Earl Aldon

U, S. Forest Service

517 Gold Ave., S. W,
Albuguerque, N. M. 87102

Dear Earl:

Here are the data sheets I promised you long ago. These show
the location of the blue spruce canyon bottom area I think
should be a research natural area. It is truly unique.

Good luck in your efforts along this line.

Sincerely,

i’
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Lee Fitzhugh
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