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SOIL SURFACE CONDITION

(MONTANE AND LOWLAND)

Definition: The soil surface condition metric is an indirect measure of disturbance to

wetland and riparian soils that results in modification of soil characteristics.  

Rationale: This metric evaluates disturbance to the soil and surface substrates that affects

biological, physical, and chemical processes that ultimately define broader wetland ecological 
condition, such as plant establishment and vegetation communities.  Examples of soil surface 
disturbance include filling and grading, plowing, livestock disturbance, vehicle use, dredging 
and other mechanical disturbances. 
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Based on visual assessment of anthropogenic soil disturbance
 Check-off disturbances on Worksheet 14 as walk through SA for segment survey and cross-section 

establishment

 Use SA map to delineate large disturbance areas

 Estimate total % soil disturbance by segment and then for entire SA

 Remember to include major historical alterations such as former grading of surfaces
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Rating for example SA:
 Hiking and fishing trails

 Other

 Total – less than 1% for SA

 Rating = “4”
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