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CHANNEL MOBILITY (LOWLAND)

 Definition: Channel Mobility is an assessment of the 
dynamic capacity of a channel to laterally migrate or avulse, 
leading to the development of a dynamic patch mosaic of 
fluvial landforms that support wetland and riparian 
communities. 

 Rationale: A guiding principal of underlying riverine 
ecosystem health is the maintenance of a dynamic 
riverscape of shifting ecological communities on a changing 
fluvial geomorphic template that is driven by hydrological 
processes.  Critical to maintaining this dynamism is a 
capacity for lateral channel migration and avulsions.
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CHANNEL MOBILITY (LOWLAND)

 Measured at bank edge of each transverse (Upper, Middle, 
Lower)

 Estimate the percent absolute cover of each of the mobility 
elements listed on Worksheet 14

 50m up- and down-stream on both banks

 SA bank and opposite bank

 Exotic Woody Cover %

 Russian olive, saltcedar, other

 Artificial Stabilization Features % at Bank Edge

 Jetty Jacks, constructed levees, Rip Rap/Concrete, other

 For each 50 m segment sum total cover of all elements

 Average

 Rate using Table A6
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CHANNEL MOBILITY (LOWLAND)

Worksheet 14
 Woody Cover and 

artificial 
stabilization items 
must not exceed 
100% per bank 
segment even if 
stabilization covers 
overlap
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CHANNEL MOBILITY (LOWLAND)

Example SA:

Tingley Beach 2019

Although total cover of 
stabilizing elements was 
overlapping in many segments, 
total for any given segment 
does not exceed 100%
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