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PHYSICAL PATCH COMPLEXITY
(MONTANE AND LOWLAND) 

Definition: This metric describes the physical structural richness of riverine wetlands and 

associated channels that foster habitat complexity and biotic diversity.

Rationale: Emphasizes condition and the relationship of physical complexity to increased habitat 

that fosters biological diversity in the riparian complex. Variety in physical features leads to a 
varied and complex habitat required to support multiple dependent organisms.  
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PHYSICAL PATCH COMPLEXITY
 During the reconnaissance survey of the SA, check physical patch types on:

 Worksheet 11 on Montane

 Worksheet 12 on Lowland

 See Glossary for definitions

 Based on the number of patch types and overall character of the site, rate using Table A2.
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PHYSICAL PATCH COMPLEXITY 

Worksheet 11 from our Montane example SA
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PHYSICAL PATCH COMPLEXITY 

 Rating for Physical Patch Complexity:

 Count of physical patch types on Worksheet 11 (Worksheet 12 Lowland)

 Overall complexity and density of physical patch diversity across the SA

 Based on the number of patch types and overall character of the site, rate the 
metric using Table A2.

 PDF datasheets auto rate on count of features

 Field team should adjust rating as needed based on their observation of density across the SA
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