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SURROUNDING LAND USE

Definition: The extent and intensity of human-dominated land 
surrounding the SA

 Level 1: GIS and field verified

 The intensity of human activity in the landscape has a proportionate
impact to the ecological processes of natural ecosystems

 Assessed within an area extending around the SA:

• 250 m for small SAs (Montane)

• 500 m for medium and large SAs (Lowland)

• Land Use Index (LUI) = ∑ LU Coefficient  x  Percent of area
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Montane 
Example

Lowland 
Example



SURROUNDING LAND USE

 Measured using a Land Use Index (LUI) between the SA and the LUZ 

boundary 

 SA to lime green ring

 Includes a suite of 23 land use types weighted by intensity of human 
disturbance  and percentage  area occupied (Worksheet 4)  

• Estimate percentage of each 
land use element within the 
assessment area (SA boundary 
to LUZ boundary)

• Total estimated percentage land 
use must add up to 100% for 
index to calculate
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Montane 
Example



SURROUNDING LAND USE

 Land uses were assigned a Coefficient based on

impact to wetland Functions

 % LUZ Area = estimated % area between SA

boundary and LUZ boundary 

(pink line to green line)

 Total estimated percentage land use must = 100%

 % LUZ area * coefficient = LUI Score

 Sum of LUI Score taken to Table L4 to rate metric
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Montane 
Example



SURROUNDING LAND USE
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Montane 
Example



SURROUNDING LAND USE
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Montane 
Example



LANDSCAPE ATTRIBUTE SCORE ROLL-UP
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