
Natural Heritage New Mexico
University of New Mexico

New Mexico Environment Department
Surface Water Quality Bureau

Wetlands Program

New Mexico Environment Department

New Mexico Rapid Assessment Method (NMRAM)

Riverine Wetlands

Riparian Corridor 
Connectivity



RIPARIAN CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY

 Degree of connectivity of riparian corridor upstream and 
downstream of SA. 

 Level 1: GIS and field verified
 Corridors allow uninterrupted movement of animals throughout the riparian 

zone as well as access to adjacent uplands 

 Unimpeded  propagation of plant populations 
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Emphasis on detecting 
intervening obstructions 
that might inhibit wildlife 
movement or fragment 
habitat and plant 
populations and physical 
processes



RIPARIAN CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY
 Delineate a corridor upstream and downstream of SA that is

centered on the “river available floodplain”

 1000 m long and 250 m wide for Lowland

 500 m long and 100 m wide for Montane

 Evaluate each side of corridor for connectivity and non-
connectivity elements

 Record total length of disruptions per segment (up or down-
stream) and by bank (left or right)

 Minimum length for non-connectivity element to be recorded is 10 m
(assign minimum widths for special class elements – see table L2a)

 Calculate percentage of non-

connectivity per bank and then per

segment

 Rate with Table L2 based on percentage

total disruption
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Lowland 
Example

Montane Example



RIPARIAN CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY
Use same list of Connectivity and Non-connectivity elements provided on Worksheet 1a (page 4 of datasheets) to 

determine breaks in RCC.

• Check off present allowed and excluded RCC features on Worksheet 1a. 
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Montane Example



RIPARIAN CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY
This Montane example SA has paved road on south (right bank) both up and downstream from the SA.  
There is also a recreation area with buildings, a parking lot, and maintained lawns on the upstream left bank.  
Additionally there are two bridges inside the upstream RCC segment, a bridge for the highway, and another 
that goes into the recreation area.  Measure bridges based on the road type from Table L2a which can be 
found in Appendix B.
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Montane Example



RIPARIAN CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY
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Montane Example


